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demonstrated his willingness to be responsible to all of
the people in the State of Nebraska this morning when he
voted on a bill which Senator Bereuter had. I think he
voted his conscience, which is as it should be. He was
elected by district but he nonetheless felt his tremendous
responsibility beyond the confines of Omaha and he there
fore voted that conviction. He thereby represented the
entire State of Nebraska which is as it should be. The
point I want to make is one that has been made time and
time again on this floor that in the State of Nebraska,
in the city of Omaha, in any area where you have at large
elections it becomes increasingly difficult for the indi
vidual citizen to be aware of the person who is a candidate
for that office. Therefore, the names which are familiar
and each of us, of course, the longer we are here our name
becomes more and more familiar, have the decided advantage
when it comes time for election. I think the case in point
is the one in which we are all familiar where the Natural
Resource Directors were elected. After being nominated by
districts they were elected at large. I would suggest
that if you ever saw pandimonium, chaos, complete turmoil
this was it. Citizen after citizen came to me and said,
whatever you do, don't let us go through that again. There
are members of this body, Senator Koch and myself, Senator
Bereuter and some others who have visited about it. We
are attempting to do something about that problem because
I think we recognize that representation, not to disparage
the quality of those persons who were elected, but repre
sentation is best when people know their representative,
and when the responsibility can be pinpointed. I recognize
that everyone, not everyone, but some say Omaha is different.
Omaha is unique. Well I suggested time, and time, and time
again that Bellewood, Nebraska was different, Butler County
was different, western Nebraska was different. But not
withstanding my feeble protest I was dragged into contro
versy time and again which said we in Omaha think we know
how to help you best. We want to support you. We' re
going to assist you. We' re going to assist you if it
smothers you. We' re going to assist you if it kills you.
We' re going to assist you if it puts you out of business.
Election by districts will not put the Omaha School Board
out of business. The election by districts might well
serve to benefit that school district. I would suggest
also, looking at the comments that are on the pages which
Senator Chambers has provided to you, I would like to know
if the public thinks the school board should not determine
academic policies, then who should? Why should we have
a school board? Surely you don't need a school board to
determine at what time you convene the class. Surely you
don't need a school board to determine who shall be the
janitor. Surely you don't need a school board to worry
about those other mundane items which any intelligent
person, and which any good administrator of which we have
many, can handle on a routine basis. We have, earlier in
this session, passed a bill into law, LB 82, which I
supported, which I think is the result of the fact that
in some instances school boards did not exert the respon
sibility which is vested in them by the voters. School
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